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This question captures the ethos of the late visionary

Olga Alexeeva who saw emerging markets as an

opportunity to cultivate new donors. Starting in her

native country of Russia, she had just begun to expand

this work in Brazil, India and China through the newly

established Philanthropy Bridge Foundation (PBF),

based in the UK. She and her team were running a

menu of programmes in these countries while also

exploring expansion into Turkey and many others. Yet,

as fate would have it, those of us that Olga inspired and

mobilized would be left to continue this journey without her.

But now that Olga is gone, how and with whom would we continue this journey? That

was the guiding question for the ‘search’ conference organized by the soon-to-be former

trustees of the Philanthropy Bridge Foundation in late January. This convening brought

together 41 participants from 14 countries (among them representatives from emerging

markets such as Brazil, China, India, Egypt, South Africa and Turkey) who spent just

about two full days reviewing the work of PBF and developed initial action plans to

pursue the following activities, which can be roughly grouped as follows:

Seminars and events to bring together new/potential donors to share techniques

and information on how to manage their philanthropic contributions.

Formal training programmes for existing donors (eg family foundations) to

enable more strategic and effective philanthropy, as well as programmes for NGOs to

build fundraising and donor development skills.

Meetings to explore specific issues such as China’s increasing private investment in

South Africa.

Gathering data and disseminating reports about which organizations/actors

are presently active in this field and trends in philanthropy.

There was also an expressed desire to maintain a loose network of organizations and
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individuals pursuing these activities to engage and support new donors, which could

convene on a regular basis to discuss trends and share experiences.

New opportunities bring new challenges

While this particular field of engaging and supporting new donors in emerging market

countries tends to focus on the opportunities, there are also some challenges that lie

ahead. While this subject was not the focus of the PBF meeting, there is merit in

exploring the implications of growth in these countries and the (new and also emerging?)

roles of civil society and philanthropy. For example, as Turkey maintains 9 per cent

economic growth and enjoys increasing geopolitical involvement, civil society will need to

play an important role in holding the market and government accountable to promoting

growth with equity domestically as well as keeping an eye on, and perhaps a more active

hand in, the steadily increasing overseas development and bilateral aid programs (for

example, Turkey’s aid has increased nearly 300 per cent over the past eight years, it is

now the lead donor in South Sudan with Norway, and is also leading support for the

Least Developed Countries initiative of the UN).

These are likely to be trends common to many emerging markets, and as such there may

be value in convening foundations to share valuable insights and know-how, as well as to

discuss challenges including institutional development, strategies for addressing rights

and development issues, building the capacity of the NGOs they work with, and working

with government – just to name a few.

While we commit to continuing Olga’s legacy, which sheds light on the opportunities of

promoting philanthropy in emerging-market countries, we should also explore the

challenges and work to ensure a strong third sector that will hold these markets and

respective governments accountable for growth with equity.

Filiz Bikmen is director of programs and international relations at the Sabanci

Foundation and a member of the Governing Council of the European Foundation Centre.

This entry was posted in Opinion and tagged BRIC countries, Emerging markets, Olga Alexeeva, Peer learning,
Philanthropy Bridge Foundation. Bookmark the permalink.

← Mental health and employment: the costs and potential
returns for funders

Mind the gap! Corporate social responsibility in Latin
America →

Posts Comments Tweets
Recent activity

What do fast cars and fundraising

have in common?

Who should make the social

investment of financial education

for the population in emerging

countries?

Fashioning new self-regulatory

charity policies for accountability

and transparency

Leadership in philanthropy: seven

inspiring examples from outside

the field

Grantmaker or grantseeker –

where are the boundaries?

 On Facebook 

 Via RSS feed 

 By email updates

Archives
Select Month

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Name *

Email *

Website

   share share

http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/category/opinion/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/tag/bric-countries/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/tag/emerging-markets/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/tag/olga-alexeeva/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/tag/peer-learning/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/tag/philanthropy-bridge-foundation/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/mental-health-and-employment-the-costs-and-potential-returns-for-funders/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/mental-health-and-employment-the-costs-and-potential-returns-for-funders/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/mental-health-and-employment-the-costs-and-potential-returns-for-funders/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/mind-the-gap-corporate-social-responsibility-in-latin-america/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/mind-the-gap-corporate-social-responsibility-in-latin-america/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/mind-the-gap-corporate-social-responsibility-in-latin-america/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/what-do-fast-cars-and-fundraising-have-in-common/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/what-do-fast-cars-and-fundraising-have-in-common/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/who-should-make-the-social-investment-of-financial-education-for-the-population-in-emerging-countries/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/who-should-make-the-social-investment-of-financial-education-for-the-population-in-emerging-countries/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/who-should-make-the-social-investment-of-financial-education-for-the-population-in-emerging-countries/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/who-should-make-the-social-investment-of-financial-education-for-the-population-in-emerging-countries/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/fashioning-new-self-regulatory-charity-policies-for-accountability-and-transparency/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/fashioning-new-self-regulatory-charity-policies-for-accountability-and-transparency/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/fashioning-new-self-regulatory-charity-policies-for-accountability-and-transparency/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/leadership-in-philanthropy-seven-inspiring-examples-from-outside-the-field/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/leadership-in-philanthropy-seven-inspiring-examples-from-outside-the-field/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/leadership-in-philanthropy-seven-inspiring-examples-from-outside-the-field/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/grantmaker-or-grantseeker-%e2%80%93-where-are-the-boundaries/
http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/grantmaker-or-grantseeker-%e2%80%93-where-are-the-boundaries/
http://www.facebook.com/alliancemagazine
http://www.facebook.com/alliancemagazine
http://feeds.feedburner.com/alliancemagazine/DeMY
http://feeds.feedburner.com/alliancemagazine/DeMY
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=alliancemagazine/DeMY&loc=en_US
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=alliancemagazine/DeMY&loc=en_US


Markets are emerging … why not philanthropy? | Latest from Alliance

http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/markets-are-emerging-…-why-not-philanthropy/[2/15/2012 4:06:00 PM]

Latest from Alliance

Comment

You may use these HTML tags and attributes: <a href="" title=""> <abbr title=""> <acronym title=""> <b>
<blockquote cite=""> <cite> <code> <del datetime=""> <em> <i> <q cite=""> <strike> <strong>

Proudly powered by WordPress.

http://philanthropynews.alliancemagazine.org/
http://wordpress.org/
http://wordpress.org/

	alliancemagazine.org
	Markets are emerging … why not philanthropy? | Latest from Alliance


	doeS1ub3QtcGhpbGFudGhyb3B5LwA=: 
	CTTcpweb: 
	submit: 


	doeS1ub3QtcGhpbGFudGhyb3B5LwA=: 
	form1: 
	s: 
	input4: 


	doeS1ub3QtcGhpbGFudGhyb3B5LwA=: 
	archive-dropdown: []

	doeS1ub3QtcGhpbGFudGhyb3B5LwA=: 
	form3: 
	author: 
	email: 
	url: 
	comment: 
	submit: 




